THE APOSTILLE PROCESS IN CANADA

A Complete Guide for International Document Use

Planning to work, study, marry, or do business overseas? Learn how Canada's apostille process
works and how Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. can manage document review, notarization
coordination, apostille processing, authentication, legalization, and secure delivery.

Online guide: canadianpolicecheck.ca/apostille-process-canada/

PROFESSIONAL APOSTILLE SUPPORT ACROSS CANADA AND WORLDWIDE
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Canada Apostille Services: What You Need
to Know

Learn how Canada’s apostille process works and how Worldwide Forensic Services Inc.
can handle everything from start to finish.

International travel, immigration, overseas employment, foreign education, international business,
and marriage abroad often require Canadian documents to be legally recognized in another

country.
If you've been asked to obtain an apostille for your Canadian documents, you may be wondering
where to start.

Fortunately, Canada officially joined the Hague Apostille Convention on January 11, 2024, making
the

process much simpler than the previous authentication and legalization system for documents
destined for participating countries.

In this guide, we’'ll explain how the apostille process works in Canada, which documents can be
apostilled, and how Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. can save you time by managing the entire

process on your behalf.

What Is an Apostille?

An apostille is an internationally recognized certificate that verifies the authenticity of a public
document.
Once an apostille is attached to your Canadian document, it is accepted in more than 120 Hague

Convention countries without requiring additional legalization by the destination country’s embassy
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or consulate.

This significantly reduces processing time and paperwork for Canadians and international clients.

Why Would You Need an Apostille?

You may require an apostille if you're:

m Moving abroad

m Applying for permanent residency

m Working overseas

m Studying internationally

m Getting married outside Canada

m Registering a foreign company

m Buying property overseas

m Opening an international bank account
m Applying for dual citizenship

m Adopting a child internationally

Many foreign governments require official Canadian documents to be apostilled before they can be

accepted.

Apostille vs Authentication vs Legalization

The terms apostille, authentication, and legalization are often used together, but they do not mean
the same thing.

An apostille is used when the destination country is part of the Hague Apostille Convention. It is
usually the final certificate needed for the document to be recognized abroad.

Authentication confirms that the signature, seal, or stamp on a document is genuine. In Canada,
this

may be done by Global Affairs Canada or a provincial authority.

Legalization is usually required when the destination country is not part of the Hague Apostille
Convention. After authentication, the document may still need to be legalized by the embassy or
consulate of the destination country.

In short:

Apostille: For Hague Convention countries

Authentication: Verification of the official signature or seal
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Legalization: Additional embassy or consulate step for non-Hague countries

WWES assists clients by helping them understand which process applies to their document and

destination country.

Common Documents That Can Be

Apostilled

Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. assists clients with apostilles for a wide variety of Canadian

documents, including:

Personal Documents

Birth Certificates

Marriage Certificates

Death Certificates

Divorce Certificates

Name Change Certificates

Single Status Certificates

Educational Documents
m University Degrees

m Diplomas

m Academic Transcripts

m College Certificates

m Professional Licenses

Corporate Documents
m Articles of Incorporation

m Certificates of Good Standing

m Corporate Resolutions

m Commercial Invoices

m Business Agreements

Legal Documents

m Power of Attorney
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m Affidavits
m Court Documents
m Notarized Documents

m Statutory Declarations
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How the Apostille Process Works in Canada

Although the process has become easier, many applicants still find it confusing.

Here's a simplified overview.

Step 1: Determine Whether Your Document Requires
Notarization

Some documents, such as original government-issued vital statistics certificates, may be eligible
for

apostille immediately.

Others, including:

m Copies of passports

m Copies of educational certificates
m Corporate documents

m Affidavits

must first be notarized by a Canadian Notary Public.

Step 2: Submit Documents for Apostille

Once your documents are ready, they must be submitted to the appropriate Canadian authority
responsible for issuing apostilles.

The authority verifies:

m Signhatures

m Official seals

m Capacity of the signing official

Once verified, an Apostille Certificate is attached to your document.

Step 3: Receive Your Apostilled Documents
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Your documents are then ready for use in any Hague Convention member country.

No embassy legalization is required.

Who Issues Apostilles in Canada?

Canada has more than one apostille authority. This is why many applicants become confused.
Global Affairs Canada issues apostilles for certain federal documents and for documents from
provinces and territories that do not have their own designated competent authority.

Several provinces also issue apostilles through their own competent authorities, including Ontario,
Alberta, British Columbia, Quebec, and Saskatchewan.

This means the correct office depends on the document, where it was issued, and where it was

notarized.

Provincial Apostille Authorities in Canada
Some provinces are responsible for issuing apostilles for documents issued or notarized in their
province.

For example, Ontario’s Official Documents Services issues authentication and apostille certificates
for

eligible Ontario documents. Similar provincial authorities exist in Alberta, British Columbia, Quebec,
and Saskatchewan.

This provincial system can be helpful, but it can also create confusion. A document issued in one
province, notarized in another province, or requested by a foreign authority with specific
instructions may need careful review before submission.

That is where WWFS can assist. Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. helps clients review their

documents and determine whether the apostille request should go through Global Affairs Canada
or

a provincial authority.

What If the Destination Country Is Not Part of the Hague
Convention?

Some countries are not members of the Hague Apostille Convention.

In these cases, documents must still go through the traditional process:

m Authentication

m Embassy or Consulate Legalization
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Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. assists clients with both apostille services and

authentication/legalization for non-Hague countries.

Why Some Countries Do Not Accept
Provincial Apostilles

Although provincial apostilles are valid under Canada’s apostille system, some foreign authorities
may specifically request an apostille from Global Affairs Canada.

This can happen for several reasons:

m The foreign authority may not be familiar with Canada’s federal-provincial apostille structure.

m The embassy, consulate, immigration office, school, or employer may have internal instructions
requiring Global Affairs Canada.

® Some countries or institutions may prefer federal-level authentication for police checks,
immigration documents, or federal records.

m The applicant may be dealing with older requirements that were created before Canada joined
the Apostille Convention.

m The receiving country may not be part of the Hague Apostille Convention, meaning legalization
may still be required.

This is why applicants should not assume that any apostille will be accepted automatically. The
safest

approach is to confirm the destination country’s requirements and the receiving authority’s
instructions before submitting the document.

WWEFS helps clients avoid unnecessary delays by reviewing the document type, destination
country,

and stated requirements before recommending the next step.

Does Every Hague Country Accept an Ontario Apostille on an RCMP Criminal

Record Check?

Not necessarily.

While an apostille issued by Official Documents Services (Ontario) is an official Canadian apostille
under the Hague Apostille Convention, the receiving country’s government agency, consulate,
employer, immigration authority, or licensing body may have document-specific requirements.
This is especially true for RCMP Certified Criminal Record Checks, which are federal documents.

Some foreign authorities expressly require that the apostille be issued by Global Affairs Canada,
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rather than by a provincial competent authority, even though both authorities are recognized under

the Hague Apostille Convention. Therefore, applicants should always verify the receiving
authority’s

instructions before choosing the apostille process.

Tip: If you need to use an RCMP Certified Criminal Record Check overseas, don’t
assume any

Canadian apostille will be accepted. Because an RCMP check is a federal document, some foreign
authorities specifically require an apostille issued by Global Affairs Canada. Verifying the
receiving authority’s instructions before applying can help prevent costly delays and the need to

repeat the process.

Common Challenges People Face
Many applicants experience delays because:

m Incorrect documents are submitted

m Documents require notarization first

m Wrong government office is selected

m Missing signatures

m Improper document preparation

m Courier delays

m Embassy requirements are misunderstood

Even a small mistake can result in rejected applications and additional costs.
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Why Choose Worldwide Forensic Services
Inc.?

Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. offers professional document authentication and apostille
services

for clients across Canada and internationally.
Their experienced team understands the requirements for various countries and ensures your

documents are processed correctly the first time.

Services Include

m Document Review

m Notarization Assistance

m Apostille Processing

m Authentication & Legalization

m Secure Courier Services

International Document Support

Corporate Document Processing

Educational Document Authentication
m Personal Document Apostille
Whether you're an individual, lawyer, immigration consultant, or corporation, the team provides

personalized assistance throughout the entire process.

Final Thoughts

Canada’s adoption of the Hague Apostille Convention has made international document
recognition

faster and more convenient than ever before. However, understanding the specific requirements for
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different document types and destination countries can still be challenging.

Whether you need an apostille for a birth certificate, educational credential, corporate document, or
power of attorney, working with an experienced service provider can help prevent delays and
ensure your documents are accepted abroad.

Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. offers comprehensive support for apostille, authentication, and
legalization services. From reviewing your documents to coordinating notarization, government

processing, and secure delivery, the team helps simplify every step of the process.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can copies of documents be apostilled?

Yes, provided they have been properly notarized when required.

Do | need an apostille or legalization?

It depends on the destination country.

If your destination country is a member of the Hague Apostille Convention, an apostille is usually
sufficient.

If not, authentication and embassy legalization will be required.

Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. can advise you on the correct process.

How long does the apostille process take?
Processing times vary depending on the document type, issuing authority, and destination country.

Expedited options may be available for eligible documents.

Is an Ontario Apostille Accepted Overseas?
Yes.

An apostille issued by Official Documents Services (Ontario) is equally valid as one issued by
Global

Affairs Canada, provided it has been issued by the authority responsible for that type of document.

There is no “higher-level” apostille—both are official Canadian apostilles recognized under the
Hague

Apostille Convention when issued by the correct competent authority.
However, there are some important exceptions:
m The receiving country or institution may have specific requirements for certain federal

documents.
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m Some document types must still be processed by Global Affairs Canada because the province

cannot verify the issuing authority’s signature.
m |f the destination country is not a member of the Hague Apostille Convention, an apostille alone
will not be sufficient. The document will generally require authentication and legalization

through the appropriate embassy or consulate.
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Need Help with an Apostille?

Worldwide Forensic Services Inc. assists individuals, businesses,
immigration professionals, and legal firms with:

m Apostille Services

m Authentication & Legalization

m Document Review

Notarization Assistance

Secure Courier Services

m RCMP Certified Criminal Record Checks

FBI Identity History Summary Checks
m International Document Processing

For assistance or to request a quote:
Website: canadianpolicecheck.ca
Contact: canadianpolicecheck.ca/contact/

If you're unsure whether your documents require an apostille,

authentication, or legalization, our team is happy to help.

Request a quote or document review at canadianpolicecheck.ca/contact/
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